On the outbreak of the war he " damns King George up hill and
down dale " and raises the American flag on his house. Not only
in repudiating the Puritanism of his mother, does Richard show
courage; he also shows it in becoming a fighter for American
Independence. In this respect, he differs from the Negative
Characters of the play who are not only moral but physical cowards
as well.

Yet this Devil's Disciple is an ironical character. He dissimulates.
Whereas the hypocrite pretends to a virtue he does not possess,
the ironical character pretends not to possess the virtue he possesses.
Brought up in a household where Puritanism was denatured by
his mother's master passion of hatred, he finds himself starved of
true religion, the most crying need of his nature, and becomes
the Devil's Disciple. After taking possession of his father's house
as his legal heir, he declares:

From this day this house is his home; and
no child shall cry in it; this hearth is his
altar; and no soul shall ever cower over ft
in the dark evenings and be afraid.1

When he finds Pastor Anderson about to be arrested by King
George's men, he offers himself to be mistakenly arrested in his
place, Judith mistakes this as something done on account of
Richard's love for her. But Richard corrects her on the point:

Richard.
What I did last night, I did in cold blood,
caring not half so much for your husband, or
for you as I do for myself?
For all his pains, however, Anderson tells him that he acted like
a fool in getting himself arrested in stead of escaping and fighting
the King's troops. The play closes with the reeducation of Richard
the world-betterer. As he steps down from the gallows, he says:
1.    The Devil's Disciple, p. 228, La.
2.    Ibid, p. 239. 2.b.
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